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Hamilton Agronomy 
Welcomes Wysocki

A Hamilton Agronomy 
trainee and intern is now an 
official new member of the 
team. Ryan Wysocki joined 
Hamilton Agronomy’s 
specialty crops team this 
spring. A graduate of 
Michigan State University, 
he is now sharing his 
specialty crop expertise with 
producers in the orchard 
and field. Look for Wysocki 
out and about, and help us 
make him feel welcome.
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Hamilton First to Offer Resistant Brown Rot Test
For any orchard operator, the potential for development of 
resistant brown rot ranks as a top concern. Thanks to the 
initiative of Hamilton Agronomist Kevin Herman, the 
company soon will begin providing fact-based answers 
about resistant brown rot to area growers. Herman will 
test brown rot for resistance, targeting 10 to 12 select 
orchards in Western and Northwestern Michigan.

“We are very proud to be first in the area to offer this
service on a limited basis. I contacted Clemson 
University, Clemson, S.C., received a limited number of 
test kits, and we’ll be using these to provide conclusive 
answers. Knowing the resistance status is critical to area
growers and to those who depend upon the fruit industry,” 
said Herman.

In recent years, effective brown rot treatments—sterile 
inhibitors--have emerged. As a result, they’ve been employed heavily, and fruit 
growers depend on their efficacy. 

“We all know there are about four materials we’re relying on for brown rot 
control, and they’re all in the sterile-inhibitor class. When they first came out 
they were very, very effective. It’s no wonder we’re all concerned about giving 
longevity to their performance. Through this testing, we can closely monitor the 
situation,” Herman said. 

In 10 to 12 select orchards, Herman will soon conduct tests to determine brown 
rot’s status as resistant or susceptible to popular control chemistries. Herman 
will visit the orchards, collect samples, then conduct the test before providing 
results and counseling to orchard operators, he said. Fruit growers interested in 
participating in tests can contact Herman at (800) 435-5143 for additional 
information. 

Check Young Apple, Cherry Trees for Rose Chafer
What percentage of your cherry or apple 
orchard is planted to young trees? 
Whatever the number, the investment is 
likely substantial—and at risk if you’re not 
watching rose chafer carefully. 

“It’s easy to focus on the bearing trees and 
forget to monitor your young trees as 
closely. But young trees should be checked 
every ten days, at the outside. That’s where 
the adult rose chafer will focus its feeding,” 
said Hamilton Agronomist Matt Lyons. 
Control and protection options abound, said Lyons, making the pest 
an easy pitfall to avoid.
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