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Seeding Soybeans for the Optimal Stand

In a perfect world, producers would hope to attain a soybean stand of 100,000
plants per acre. Seeding rates must, however compensate for Mother Nature.
Hamilton Agronomists point out that row spacing can make a big difference on
seeding rates. University research shows plant mortality (% reduction in harvest
population compared to seeding rate) was 9.1 percent greater in 30" rows
compared to 15" rows averaged across four seeding rates. When the seeding
rate was 125,000 seeds per acre the final populations were 108,000 and 96,000
plants per acre at harvest for 15" and 30" rows, respectively. Planting 175,000
seeds per acre increased final plant populations equally but did not increase
yield.

Planting dates also influence seedling survival. Soybean seedling mortality is
higher in earlier planted seed. Seed treatments — fungicide alone or
fungicide/insecticide have been shown to improve plant establishment by 8,000
plants per acre and 17,000 plants per acre in 15” and 30" rows. HFB
Agronomists urge growers to check equipment settings, residue management,
planting depth and planting speed. Plant into optimal seedbed conditions.

Boost Corn Seeding Rates — Here’s Why...

Results of academic and industry research show increasing corn seeding rates
and corresponding plant populations can help maximize yields and profitability.
HFB Agronomist Mike Smith says, “The stacks and traits in combination with
elite genetics offered in today’s hybrids truly better equip corn plants to handle
stresses and tolerate higher plant densities. That has many growers
considering bumping seeding rates in corn.”

Recent trials across the cornbelt indicate optimal plant population for 30-inch
rows was 33,000 to 38,000 plants per acre, while the optimal population for 20-
inch rows was 38,000 to 40,000 plants per acre. Corn with traits such as
YieldGard VT Triple technology yielded more than corn with just the Roundup
Ready Corn 2 trait at all populations. Corn with the YieldGard VT Triple
technology was able to provide increased yield potential with high populations
up to 38,000 plants per acre. Corn without that trait was only able to take
advantage of increased plant populations up to 33,000 plants per acre. For
more information on increased corn seeding rates, contact your HFB
Agronomist today.

Potassium May Prove its Value This Spring

Sure K is a liquid potassium source with a 2-01-06 analysis. HFB Agronomist
Phil Boeve says, “The product concept is to use this readily available form of
potassium for the current year’s crop instead of potash, which is not completely
available the year it is applied because potash needs to be mineralized in the
soil and then taken up by the plant roots.” He explains that some producers do
not want to pay for expensive potash this year. Boeve says Sure K may offer
those growers a good alternative without sacrificing the health of the soil and the
resulting crop yield. “The Sure K product does not build up potash levels in soil,
it only feeds the current crop. Sure K is best used in corn with the corn starter
(2 x2) and it is best used as a foliar feed post applied to soybeans.”
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