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Get Help with Bacterial Canker Management 

Hamilton Agronomists are watching cherry and plum crops for signs of bacterial 
canker, caused by two related bacteria--Pseudomonas syringae pv. Syringae
and P.s. pv. Morsprunorum. Both pathogens 
affect the stone fruits sporadically, causing 
cankered limbs, branches and wilt. Damage to 
leaves and fruit can cause significant crop 
losses in years when cool, wet weather 
persists shortly after bloom.

Scout by looking for circular or angular dark 
brown leaf spots, sometimes encircled with 
yellow. Fruit lesions appear moist, and
progress to blackened depressions with red or 
yellow margins. Stem lesions are brown and
elliptical with margins that appear water-
soaked. 

The bacteria can re-emerge in subsequent years, given proper conditions.
Severe infection can lead to girdling and limb loss. Copper-based controls may 
help, but resistance can develop, and copper can be injurious to some crops. To 
learn more, contact your Hamilton Agronomist. 

Address Marestail Presence Promptly 

Marestail emergence in orchards and fields calls for a prompt, integrated
response, according to Hamilton Agronomy’s Kevin Herman. “You don’t want to 
wait until it is a couple feet tall. At that point you’ve complicated your chance to
control this species,” said Herman. 

Control of the glyphosate-resistant weed, using glyphosate alone or in 
combination with 2, 4-D, varies greatly based on weed height and conditions, 
Herman said. Marestail may continue to emerge through summer and fall, and 
can yield literally thousands of seeds per plant. If you’re struggling with 
marestail, contact Hamilton Agronomy for support.

New Rust Control Resource Available

A new book assembled by a team of soybean 
pathologists focuses on Asian Soybean Rust 
control through fungicides, reviewing products, 
modes of action, application timing and more. 
Using Foliar Fungicides to Manage Soybean 
Rust is available online at www.sbrfungides.net.
County extension offices offer an abbreviated 4-
page summary. 
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June drop in sw eet cherries shows 
bacterial canker associated w ith cool, 
wet w eather. (Photo HF B staff)
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