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Stacked traits witht he ‘i muiilntsect protection”
for managing their seed selection choices. Hamilton Agronomists report that
many growers are selecting hybrids now along with their herbicide program.
Early booking of DeKalb, Asgrow, CROPLAN and Pioneer hybrids and varieties
has begun in earnest. For seed, Hamilton Agronomists are available to support
you in selecting the right combinations of genetics and traits for your acres.

How to Take Corn Yield to the Next Level?

Hamilton Agronomists often are asked about how to take corn yield to the next
level. The first step is to focus on the controllable factors — such as protecting
your crop from both above- and below-ground insect damage. Insect pressures
damage plant health, rob yield and -reduce quality. Steve Garrod, Hamilton
Agronomy’s Pioneer r epr®brandh|ybridstoifer/tbe says,
Herculex® family (Herculex® | and Herculex® RW for in-plant (Bt) insect
protection. This science is considered the next generation in insect control
because of its efficacy and season-long insect protection. Herculex | provides
excellent control of above ground insects like European corn borer. It also
controls many aboveground insects that YieldGard® does not, such as black
cutworm and western bean cutworm, a new pest in Michigan. University
research also shows that Herculex RW provides excellent below-ground control

of fer

”

of pests such as western corn rootwor m.
meeting with customers to discuss these hybrid options. We * | | hel p you
the right protection for your fields.?”
®"Herculex is a registered trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC

Herculex Insect Protection technology by Dow AgroSciences and Pioneer Hi-Bred.

Late Wheat Plantings Subject to Disease Pressure

While some area wheat fields have been planted, wet conditions have stalled

wheat planting for many area growers. Hamilton Agronomists report that some

growers have wheat seed sitting in their barns, waiting for soils to dry. Still other
growers plan to drill wheat seed directly into corn stalks. This practice saves

time spent on tillage, but also prompts some additional disease management
concerns. Hamilton Agronomists say that,

been broken, diseases are a greater threat to the new wheat crop. Giberella ear
rot in corn is the same fungus as head smut in wheat. Fusarium is another
disease that can readily move from corn to wheat. Hamilton Agronomists
recommend growers increase seeding rates in late planted wheat to make up
for the lack of tillering. In addition, they urge growers to carefully scout fields.
For assistance withwheat planting considerations or scouting, contact your
Hamilton Agronomist today.

Yield Data Coming Soon to www.hfb.com

Understanding crop performance helps growers make sound decisions on seed
selection for the year ahead. Hamilton Agronomy will soon begin to post yield
reports for Southwestern Michigan. Watch the co-op website for details, at
www.hfb.com.
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Late Season Alfalfa Management Considerations

Alfalfa prices have increased significantly with many reports of $5/bale. Hamilton
Agronomists say the jump in value makes it more important to carefully manage
alfalfa during dormancy. Managing winter annual weeds during dormancy can
provide the crop a boost as re-growth occurs in the spring. Several factors improve
winter survival in alfalfa:

e Winter-long snow cover of 4 inches or more

Winter-tolerant variety

Two- or three-cut summer harvest systems with good regrowth between cuttings
Uninterrupted growth (5 to 6 weeks) during September and October

All of the last growth of the season left in the field (no cutting or grazing)

pests such as European Management of insech (e:g., potato leafhoppers) during the growing season
corn borer and onion Good levels of potassium in the plant

maggot to severe weather e Young stands or older stands with no root or crown disease

and decrease their chances FOr more information, see _
at survival. Reducing trash http://www.ces.purdue.edu/extmedia/BP/WS-11-W.pdf

and debris in ditches and  potato Crop Protection Options
hedgerows helps reduce

survival rates of corn flea
beetles, and cucumber
beetles among others.

]
Michigan insects love to .
overwinter in crop residues.
Chopping and spreading .
residue will better expose .

]

Michigan State University has posted research results on Crop Protection Options for
Potatoes. According to MSU, studies over the past 8 years demonstrate that potato
cultivars and advanced breeding lines with reduced susceptibility to late blight can be
Alfalfai Mind the managed wi_th redgced fun_gicide rates and longer application intervals — offering a
less expensive option for disease control. For more information, see:

Micronutrients! http://www.lateblight.org/pdf/great-lakes-expo-talk-12-5-06.pdf

Last season, Hamilton Global Fertilizer Supply/Demand Report
Agronomists discovered a

surprise when reviewing soil

_ : Hamilton Agronomy has the fall fertilizer vy
tests: 4 out of 5 alfalfa fields  5gequate and appropriate levels of nutrients across your fields, your operation. We
tested were deficient in have the fertilizer inputs you need, despite the fact that globally, crop production

boron, a vital micronutrient  jycreases have greatly increased demand for fertilizer nutrient inputs. U.S. import

for sustainable alfalfa demand for urea is expected to increase. Phosphate stocks are low worldwide and
growth. They recommend  g5ng demand is expected to tighten supply. Potash demand is expected to remain
growers include boron in strong through the winter. For more information, see "The Fertilizer Institute” at:

their fertilizer application to  th-/\www. tfi.org/factsandstats/statistics.cfm
optimize alfalfa plant health

and vyield.
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